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COURSE DESCRIPTION

■ Meant for First year students of English as a Foreign or Second Language, this
course exposes students to the concepts or notions of text types and genres
from a Text Linguistics perspective as developed by Jean-Michel Adams in
French academia. The course therefore aims to explore the five major text
typologies (Descriptive, Narrative, Explicative, Argumentative, and dialogue)
by bringing out their basic or canonical structures. It also covers some basic
concepts related to the systematic and systemic organization of text types
such as cohesion, coherence and information flow or progression. The course
finally aims to enable students to analyze and produce each of the text types
covered in the framework of this course.



Overall expectations

By the end of this course, students are expected to:

■ Know and understand the basic structure of each of 
the five major text types;

■ To write a variety of texts including the text types 
learnt in the framework of this course.



Specific expectations

By the end of this course, students will:

■Differentiate a text type from a genre;

■Develop abilities to analyze any text 
type or genre.



Learning goals

By the end of this course, students should be 
able to:

■ Identify and segment a text according to its type;

■Write a variety of texts bearing in mind their type 
and genre.



Course outline

Unit # 1:  Basic Notions and Concepts

Unit # 2: Descriptive Text

Unit # 3: Narrative Text

Unit # 4: Explicative Text

Unit # 5: Argumentative Text

Unit # 6: Dialog
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Introductory words

The study of the text as a linguistic unit or entity is relevant to Textual
Linguistics which Jean-Michel Adam sees as a branch of Discourse
analysis. <<E. Coseriu, qui semble avoir été un des premiers, dès les
années 1950, à employer le terme <<linguistique textuelle>>, propose
très justement, dans ses travaux, de distinguer la <<grammaire
transphrastique>> de la <<la linguistique textuelle>>. […] Les pages qui
suivent s’inscrivent dans la perspective d’un positionnement théorique
et méthodologique qui situe résolument la linguistique textuelle dans
l’analyse du discours.>> (Adam, 2006:3)



UNIT # 1: BASIC NOTIONS 
AND CONCEPTS

Theoretical knowledge about the text as a linguistic entity



A few questions to 

answer

1. What is a text ?

2. What is a text type?

3. What is a text genre ?

4. What is meant by information structure in a text ?

5. What are Cohesion and Coherence ?



WHAT IS A TEXT ?
(1)

■ From a Text Linguistics perspective, a text is a structure composed of
sequences. That definition owes a lot to Jean-Michel Adam who says that,
‘’pariant pour le caractère théorisable de cette diversité et de cette
hétérogénéité, je parle de différents plans d’organisation textuelle et je
définit le texte comme une structure composée de sequences.’’ (2005: 20)

■ In other words, a text consists of SEQUENCES or SEQUENTIAL UNITS. Those
sequential units consist of a cluster of clauses technically termed MACRO-
PROPOSITIONS or MACRO-CLAUSES. The macro-clauses are made up with a
bunch of CLAUSES.



WHAT IS A TEXT ? 
(2)

■ Based on the definition given earlier, the structure of a text is based on a
hierarchical principle which allows to break it up into units starting from the
most complex ones to the less complex ones as shown in the diagram below:

[#T#[Sequence(s)[Macro-Clauses[Clauses]]]]



What is a text type ? And 

what is a text genre ?

■ One cannot understand the meaning of the concept of ‘’text type’’ from a Text
Linguistics perspective without comparing it with its counter-part which is
‘‘text genre’’. Both of them are two different CATEGORIES of linguistic
productions (oral or written). By establishing a hierarchy, we can figure out
the difference between them. As such, a text type is considered as the bigger
category while the genre is considered as the smaller category.

■ In other words, the bigger category incorporates the smaller one. E.g: many
different text genres are likely to fall under the argumentative type.

■ E.g: Short Story, Story with a moral, Novel, Adventure story fall under the
narrative type.



What is meant by information 

structure in a text?

■ A portion of the Noun Phrase or of the Verb Phrase, or of the whole sentence
may be referred to as the THEME or as the RHEME with regard to the DYNAMICS
OF THE SENTENCE and to the COMMUNICATIVE GOAL of it. That way of structuring
the sentence is irrespective of its segmentation in terms of its syntactic
constituents.

■ The Theme is the INFORMATION ALREADY KNOWN or shared by the speakers
whereas the Rheme is the supposedly NEW INFORMATION.

■ The role of the Theme is to assure the cohesion of information while the
Rheme favors information flow or progression in a sentence primarily and in a
text on a larger scale.



Order of the theme and 

the rheme

■ Though the speaker can play with language to reverse the order of
words in a sentence, the canonical order of the Theme and Rheme is
that the THEME is very often on the left. It therefore serves as the
starting point of the speaker’s viewpoint in an utterance. Hence the
theme provides less information than the Rheme does. Thus, the
RHEME, which is often located on the right in an utterance,
corresponds to what is said of the Theme. It provides more
information than the Theme does and moves the communication
forword.



Cohesion and information 

progression

■ Because it provides less information, the Theme serves as a basis for text cohesion. Thus, a
string of utterances (that is a paragraph or a sequence) can be defined as a sequence of
themes. The text owes its existence to an interplay between cohesion and progression.
Under those circumstances, cohesion refers to the THEMATIC STRUCTURE, the connection
and concatenation of successive themes in a text.

■ Successive rhemes bring in more relevant and important information, in other words, new
information, to the sentence or text.

■ Finally, the theme and rheme help figure out the starting point of every new utterance in a
text and the correlation between the theme and progression helps determine the TYPE OF
THEMATIC PROGRESSION that dominates a text.



Types of thematic progression 

or information flow in a text

■ Basically, there are two types of thematic progression likely to
occur in a text. A third one which is actually a combination of the
basic two ones can be added to the list. Hence the following three
types of thematic progression:

1. Progression with constant theme,

2. Progression with linear thematization

3. Combined thematic progression.



CONSTANT THEMATIC 

PROGRESSION 
(1)

■ In a constant thematic progression, a HYPER-THEME, which
generates several SUB-THEMES that depends on it, gives rise to
different successive RHEMES. Here, the sub-themes occur in the
form of pronouns which refer back to the HYPER-THEME which is
obviously a NOUN PHRASE. In other words, the single theme does not
change, but refers to many different rhemes.



CONSTANT THEMATIC 

PROGRESSION 
(2)

Th1 Rh1

Th1 Rh2

Th1 Rh3



LINEAR THEMATIC 

PROGRESSION 
(1)

In a Linear Thematic Progression, the Rheme of the
first sentence becomes the Theme of the second
whose Rheme provides for the Theme of the
following sentence, and so on and so forth.

Linear thematization is mostly used in rhetoric.



LINEAR THEMATIC 

PROGRESSION 
(2)

Th1 Rh1

= Th2 Rh2

= Th3 Rh3

= Th4, etc.



COMBINED THEMATIC 

PROGRESSION 
(1)

■The combined thematic progression is a
combination of the other two types of thematic
progression, that is the constant thematic
progression and the linear thematic progression.



COMBINED THEMATIC 

PROGRESSION 
(2)

Th1 Rh1

= Th2 Rh2

Th1 Rh2

= Th3 Rh3



UNIT # 2: DESCRIPTIVE TEXT

Theoretical knowledge about the text as a linguistic entity



Definition and functions of a 

description

1. A description is an enumeration or listing of the attributes or features
of an object. << L’énumération apparaît comme une sorte de base ou de
dégré zero de la procedure descriptive.>> (Adam, 2001: 81). A descriptive
text features the characteristics of a being, an object, a place, a
character, a person, a feeling, etc.

2. A descriptive text helps visualize or imagine a object of description.
It also gives shape to the object being described.



Characteristics of a 

descriptive text

A descriptive text is very often focused on an OBJECT OF DESCRIPTION
that is a single and accurate subject or theme. The object of description
is the main element which is to be characterized. That main object is
divided into its constituent parts technically referred to as its ASPECTS.
The aspects are the major categories, parts or subdivisions of the
object of description. Each aspect is also divided into SUB-ASPECTS
which are the details, properties, qualities and more accurate
elements related to the aspect.



Basic structure of a 

descriptive text

A descriptive text comprises three major parts:

1. An introduction (which briefly and accurately presents the object
of description);

2. A development (which presents the aspects of the object of
description and the sub-aspects of each aspect);

3. A conclusion (which gives a summary of the aspects presented in
the development).



Linguistic tools and genres 

of the descriptive text

Linguistic tools

■ Tenses: Present and Preterit

■ Syntax and Lexicon: Relative Sentences, Noun
Phrases and Adjective Phrases

■ The combination of Noun Phrases and
Adjective Phrases gives shape to the object of
description and its aspects and sub-aspects
and clearly brings out their characteristics.

Genres 

■ Portrait,

■ Commercial,

■ Itinerary,

■ Diagram,

■ Recipe, etc.



UNIT # 3: NARRATIVE TEXT

Theoretical knowledge about the text as a linguistic entity



Definition and functions of a 

narrative text

1. A narrative text is used to narrate, to recount or to tell a story or relate an event which may
be REAL or UNREAL.

2. A story is always told by a narrator, and from a certain POINT OF VIEW. The Point of View
refers to the perspective, position or the vantage point from which a story is told. So, a story
can be told from a FIRST-PERSON point of view or a THIRD-PERSON point of view.

3. The First-Person Narration is when the narrator is a character who witnesses or is involved
in the action and uses ‘’I’’ or all its variants like ‘’me’’, ‘’we’’, or ‘’us’’. The Third-person narrator
never makes an appearance in the story. The pronouns ‘’she’’, ‘’it’’ or ‘’they’’ are then used.

4. Three majors elements are paramount when a story is told, that is the PLOT, CHARACTERS,
and the SETTING.



Basic structure of a 

narrative text

The basic structure of a narrative text mainly focuses on the unfolding of
the plot which comprises five steps:

1. Exposition : INTRODUCTION (of the text)

2. Rising Action

3. Climax DEVELOPMENT (of the text)

4. Falling Action

5. Resolution CONCLUSION (of the text).



Linguistic tools and genres 

of the narrative text

Linguistic tools

■ Tenses: Present , Preterit, Past Continuous,
Past Perfect

■ Syntax and Lexicon: Deitics and Connectives
related to time and place (Adverbs)

■ Stories become more colorful when the plot
unfolds and drives the actions toward the
resolution of the conflict.

Genres 

■ Tale and Story with a moral,

■ Novel and Short Story,

■ Fable and Myth,

■ Memoirs

■ Diary, etc.



UNIT # 4: EXPLICATIVE TEXT

Theoretical knowledge about the text as a linguistic entity



Definition and functions of 

an explanation text

1. An explanation text is used to account for something, to pass on an inform, to help understand
a phenomenon, to instruct, to teach and to educate or to highlight the causes of a problem and
its possible solutions.

2. An explanation text can incorporate a cause and effect phenomenon, a comparison which
highlights the similarities and dissimilarities of objects, facts, data, statistics, etc., technical
terms, definitions, pictures, photos, illustrations.

3. An explanation is supposed to be neutral and objective, it comprises paragraphs, titles, sub-
titles and answers to questions or solutions to problems explicitly and implicitly presented.



Basic structure of an 

explanation text

The basic structure of an explanation text mainly comprises three major
parts:

1. The Question Phase (WHY or HOW of something):INTRODUCTION

2. Explicative or Explanation Phase (Explanation by means of which the
answer to the question raised in the introduction is provided by using
the expression […] because … or its possible variants) : DEVELOPMENT

3. Conclusive Phase (Summary or Evaluation) : CONCLUSION



Linguistic tools and genres 

of the explanation text

Linguistic tools

■ Tenses: Present and Present Perfect

■ Syntax and Lexicon: Specialized vocabulary,
technical terms, Use of the third person single
which is regarded as an objective, neutral and
balanced way of accounting for something

■ Use of a wide range of connectives to bring out
the purpose of something, the cause of a
phenomenon, the opposition between two
phenomena, the hierarchy between several
facts, etc.

Genres 

■ (Meeting) Minutes,

■ Textbook, Table of Contents

■ Encyclopedia, Dictionary, Glossary

■ Journal and (Scientific) Article

■ Atlas, Map, Web page, etc.



UNIT # 5: ARGUMENTATIVE 
TEXT

Theoretical knowledge about the text as a linguistic entity



Definition and functions of 

an argumentative text

1. An argumentative text is a text which aims to convince, to
persuade, to influence or to back up or support ones opinion.

2. An argumentative text can incorporate a message, an
opinion, and a subjective viewpoint, a thesis, arguments and
counter-arguments, examples, or an objective point of
view.



Basic structure of an 

argumentative text

The basic structure of an argumentative text mainly comprises three major parts:

1. The Introductive Phase (The subject matter is presented, the problem is stated,
an opinion or a position is clearly expressed):INTRODUCTION

2. The Argumentative Phase (The opinion, the problem stated or the position held
is backed up by arguments, relevant examples, quotes, references,
comparisons, anecdotes, refutations, and counter-arguments, etc) :
DEVELOPMENT

3. Conclusive Phase (Rephrase the thesis, summarises the justification of opinion,
) : CONCLUSION



Linguistic tools and genres 

of an argumentative text

Linguistic tools

■ Tenses: Present, Preterit, Present Perfect, Conditional, and
Subjunctive

■ Syntax and Lexicon: Opinion Phrases ( According to, In my
opinion, etc.), Personal Pronouns (I= subjective, He=
Objective), Modal Verbs, Adjectives, Different types of
sentences (Exclamative, Interrogative, or Imperative to
hold a given position, and Declarative to hold an objective
or distanced point of view).

■ Different types of connectives or linking words are used
(goal, explanation, cause, consequence, consequence,
illustration, addition, hierarchization , comparison,
opposition, concession, and accuracy, etc.)

Genres 

■ Critique, Opinion Text

■ Editorial and Letter to the editor

■ Commercial

■ Literary Analysis

■ Political Discourse, Sermon, 

■ Plea,

■ Essay, Dissertation, Scientific Article in a Journal, etc. 



UNIT # 6: DIALOG

Theoretical knowledge about the text as a linguistic entity



Definition and functions of a 

dialog

1. A dialog is an oral and written discourse which
portrays the verbal interactions or exchanges
between two persons.

2. The dialog moves the plot ahead in stories, tales,
plays and cartoons, etc.



Basic structure of a 

dialog

The basic structure of an argumentative text mainly comprises three major
parts:

1. The Opening Phase (Purpose of the conversation or of the interaction):
INTRODUCTION

2. The Interaction Phase (Comprises the exchanges between interviewers
and interviewees, characters, and interlocutors) : DEVELOPMENT

3. Closing Phase (End of the interaction, sentence or phrase which closes
the dialog) : CONCLUSION



Linguistic tools and genres 

of a dialog

Linguistic tools

■ Tenses: Exclusively the tense which mostly values a
dialog is the Present tense

■ Syntax and Lexicon: Use of colloquial language,
interjections or onomatopoeias, Use of a various types
of sentences, Use of first and second persons mainly.

■ The use of connectives is limited in dialogs.

Genres 

■ Everyday conversations

■ Play (Drama)

■ Interview, Job Interview

■ Literary Circle

■ Telephone Conversation, Conversation on Twitter, 

■ Chatting on Messenger, 

■ Role Play, etc.



SUMMATIVE 
EXERCISES FOR 

PRACTICE
Please read carefully the general instructions valid for all 

exercises before doing them.



General instructions

■ Each text type produced in the framework of these assignments 
should be one page long  maximum or half a page long minimum;

■ Font:  Times New Roman;

■ Font side :12;

■ Line spacing :  single

■ The analysis of the narrative text must be half a page long



Descriptive text

Pick one of the topics below and write a well-structured and organized
descriptive  text.

1. Describe the itinerary from your house to Methodist University of Côte 
d’Ivoire.

2. Describe Methodist University of Côte d’Ivoire to a foreign student
who intends to come to Côte d’Ivoire for his/her post-secondary
education. The description should feature the curriculum of the 
Department of Foreign Languages (English), the premises of the 
university, the faculty members, extra-curricular activities and the 
whole university community. 



narrative text

Write a short narrative text based on one of the three scenrios suggested below
and provide a short analysis of it.

The analysis should lay an emphasis upon the elements of fiction.

A special emphasis should be laid upon the parts of the plot which form the
canonical structure of a narrative text.

Scenario # 1: Tell us a story of your village you were told by a famous story teller
of your region;

Scenario # 2: Tell the story of Queen Abla Poku.

Scenario # 3: Tell the story of the Mandingo Empire under Sumanguru Kante.



Explanatory text

1. Explain how you made the decision to come to UMECI for your post-
secondary education.

2. Explain how to cook attiéké with fried tuna (Garba) to a non-ivorian
who doesn’t know that recipe; Or Placali with palm nut sauce (sauce
graine) with dried okra (djumgblé) full of cow skin (kplô) and cow leg
(pied de bœuf), crab and bush meat (viande de brousse).

3. Explain why the Ivorian Government decided to destroy houses and
buildings obstructing water ways and the sewage system in the area of
Riviera Palmerais



Argumetative text 
(1)

1. Does freedom of speech allow one to say anything?

2. What is the best age to be ? Justify your view.

3. Does the internet help students learn better learn?

4. Is it possible to work in today’s world without technological tools?

5. Are degrees earned in western universities better regarded than
those earned in African educational institutions?

6. In today’s world, do people do the job they like or do they just do the
job they have?



Argumetative text 
(2)

1. Does the advent of the internet favor the advancement of knowlegde or does it
rather encourage laziness ?

2. Do animals speak ?

3. Would you put up with a relative who engages in same sex marriage ?

4. Do Ivorian private universities offer the same quality education as public ones?

5. Do senior degrees earned from education institutions with a good reputation
guarantee a good well-paid job ?



dialog

Biezougrace is a former student of the Department of Foreign
Languages (English) of Methodist University of Côte d’Ivoire. He/She has
just been invited to a job interview for a post of French-English
bilingual Administrative Assistant at World Food Program.

1. Report the interaction between the interviewer and the interviewee
in a well-structured and organized dialog.

2. Turn taking between the two speakers should be balanced.



THE END

THANK YOU …


