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UNIT # 3 : EXPLANATORY OR EXPLICATIVE TEXT 
 

TEXT # 1: EXPLANATION TEXT 
 
What is an explanation text? An explanation text is a piece of writing that answers the questions ‘’how’’ or 

‘’why’’. These questions usually have something to do with particular phenomena. This text is focused on 

answering questions like ‘’how a rainbow forms?’’, ‘’how a bicycle works?’’, ‘’how seasons change?’’, ‘’why 

the sky is blue?’’, ‘’why leaves are green?’’, etc. 

 

In answering those questions, the writer usually uses a sequence or a series of steps to explain why 

something happens. Remember that explanation text talks about facts not opinions. The following is a 

good example of explanation writing. 

 

The water cycle is also known as hydrological cycle. There is the same amount of 

water on the Earth now as there was when the Earth began. The water cycle is 

how the Earth’s water recycles itself.  

 

The cycle includes precipitation, evaporation, condensation, and transpiration. 

Earth’s water keeps changing from liquid water to vapour and then back again. 

This cycle happens because of the sun’s heat and gravity.  

 

First of all, water molecules from lakes, rivers, streams, reservoirs, and the sea 

get heated up by the sun and then turn into vapour that rises into the air. 

 

Next, these water molecules form into clouds, this is because a process called 

condensation occurs. 

 

When the air and the water cool, they form drops of water which then fall to the 

earth as rain. If they are frozen, they become snow or sleet.  

 

Once the water reaches the ground, it can flow across the land until it reaches the 

rivers, lakes, streams, or the sea. 

 

It can also sink into the ground and flow because of gravity through gaps in rock, 

gravel and sand. Because of this, it reaches these bodies of water too. Now the 

cycle begins again, when water is evaporated once more. 

 

Notice that there is logical sequence or series of steps in the text. The simple present tense is also used in 

it. 

 
 

 



TEXT # 1: HOW TSUNAMIS OCCUR? 
 
A tsunami is a series of large waves generated by an abrupt movement on the ocean floor that can result 

from an earthquake, an underwater landslide, a volcanic eruption or - very rarely - a large meteorite strike.  

 

However, powerful undersea earthquakes are responsible for most tsunamis. Seismologists say only 

earthquakes measuring greater than 7.0 on the Richter scale can produce a major tsunami.  

 

Most earthquakes that generate tsunamis - including Friday's jolt off Japan's eastern coast - occur in areas 

called subduction zones, where pieces of the Earth's crust press against each other. Subduction means 

that one tectonic plate slides beneath another and sinks deep into the Earth's mantle.  

 

The friction between two slow-moving plates of the Earth's crust creates vast amounts of seismic energy 

which is released in the form of an earthquake. When a strong undersea earthquake strikes a relatively 

short distance below the sea floor, it abruptly pushes up one of the immense plates of the Earth's crust. 

That suddenly displaces an enormous amount of ocean water which becomes a tsunami, spreading 

outward in every direction from the epicenter of an earthquake - like ripples on a pond, only on a much 

larger scale.  

 

Tsunamis generated in the open ocean appear to be only small waves, but they can grow rapidly in size as 

they reach shallow water before crashing into seacoast settlements. Waves up to nine meters high have 

been recorded on numerous occasions, and tsunamis up to 30 meters high are believed to have occurred 

in the past.  

 

Damage is usually worst in areas closest to the undersea quake, often because the fast-moving waves will 

hit land so quickly. Tsunamis radiate out from the site of an undersea quake nearly as fast as a jet airliner 

can travel, but because the expanse of the Pacific is so wide, alert systems are in place to sound a warning 

to those in the path of an advancing wave.  

 

The term tsunami comes from two Japanese words that mean "harbor" and "wave." 


