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  General Objectives 

1- This course introduces students to a diverse sampling of literature by contemporary 

Ethnic American writers.  

2- This course will help students to broaden their understanding of American Ethnic 

Literatures and, by extension, American Literature. 

3- This course will have to emphasize materials from Native American, African 

American, and Asian American traditions, and is approved for the arts and sciences 

core curriculum: human diversity. 

 

Specific Objectives 

 
This course introduces students to compelling literature by Ethnic American writers. By the end of this course, 

successful students will have: 

1- Writers’ exposure to and understanding of important works of American Ethnic 

Literatures. 

2- Developed critical thinking, reading, and writing skills. 

3- Practiced analytical and interpretive skills by discussing the literature and writing essays 

about it. 

 

I- DEFINITION          

The definition of ethnic literature is when there is a large literature group that shares the same beliefs 

 as others. This can be anything from religious beliefs, racial, natural, linguistics, or cultural heritage.  

The member of the ethnic literature group must speak the same language as everyone else in the  

group.  

The literary works produced by members in this group is considered to be ethnic literature.  

This writing usually includes their distinctive language, their culture, and their beliefs.  

 

II- NATIVE AMERICAN LITERATURE 

 

Native American literature, also called Indian literature or American Indian literature,  the traditional oral and written  

literatures of the indigenous peoples of the Americas. These include ancient hieroglyphic and pictographic writings  

of  Middle America as well as an extensive set of folktales, myths, and oral histories that were transmitted for  

centuries by storytellers and that live on in the language works of many contemporary American Indian writers.  

North American Arctic culture can be divided into two major subgroups: one culture extending from Greenland to the  

Mackenzie River and the other west from that river to the Pacific Ocean. Canadian and Greenlandic Arctic peoples are  

generally called Inuit; the U.S. peoples of this region may be known as Eskimos and Aleuts or Native Alaskans. 

http://www.britannica.com/EBchecked/topic/405873/American-Indian


 Arctic literature embodies simple stories of hunting incidents in which the heroes are sometimes helped through  

supernatural power. Other stories include themes in which people ascend to the sky to become constellations,  

maltreated children become animals, and an orphan boy becomes successful.  

The western Eskimos along the Pacific and Arctic coasts have the Raven cycle, a series of tales centred on Raven,  

a protagonist whose role ranges from culture hero to the lowest form of trickster. Many of the same plots and themes  

also occur in tales of the Northwest Coast culture.  

 

III- Asian-American literature  

Asian American literature is the body of literature produced in the United States by writers of 

Asian descent. Asian American literature became a category during the 1970s but didn't see a 

direct impact in viewership until later in the 1970s. Perhaps the earliest references to Asian 

American literature appeared with David Hsin-fu Wand's Asian American Heritage: An 

Anthology of Prose and Poetry, published in 1974. One of the earlier pieces of Asian-American 

literature produced by Combined Asian Resources Project (CARP) was Aiiieeeee! An 

Anthology of Asian-American Writers (1974). This anthology collected staples of long-

forgotten Asian American literature and criticized the lack of visibility of this literature. This 

anthology brought to light the necessity of visibility and criticism of Asian-American literature; 

with visibility came recognition of new literature. Elaine Kim's seminal book of criticism, Asian 

American Literature: An Introduction to the Writings and Their Social Context, was published 

in 1982 and was the first critical book on the topic. 

IV- African-American literature  

African-American literature is the body of literature produced in the United States by writers 

of African descent. It begins with the works of such late 18th-century writers as Phillis 

Wheatley. Before the high point of slave narratives, African-American literature was dominated 

by autobiographical spiritual narratives. African-American literature reached early high points 

with slave narratives of the nineteenth century. The Harlem Renaissance of the 1920s was a 

time of flowering of literature and the arts. Writers of African-American literature have been 

recognized by the highest awards, including the Nobel Prize to Toni Morrison. Among the 

themes and issues explored in this literature are the role of African Americans within the larger 

American society, African-American culture, racism, slavery, and social equality. African-

American writing has tended to incorporate oral forms, such as spirituals, sermons, gospel 

music, blues, or rap.  

As African Americans' place in American society has changed over the centuries, so, has the 

focus of African-American literature. Before the American Civil War, the literature primarily 

consisted of memoirs by people who had escaped from slavery; the genre of slave narratives 

included accounts of life under slavery and the path of justice and redemption to freedom. There 

was an early distinction between the literature of freed slaves and the literature of free blacks 

who had been born in the North. Free blacks had to express their oppression in a different 
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narrative form. Free blacks in the North often spoke out against slavery and racial injustices 

using the spiritual narrative. The spiritual addressed many of the same themes of slave 

narratives, but has been largely ignored in current scholarly conversation.[2] 

At the turn of the 20th century, non-fiction works by authors such as W. E. B. Du Bois and 

Booker T. Washington debated whether to confront or appease racist attitudes in the United 

States. During the American Civil Rights movement, authors such as Richard Wright and 

Gwendolyn Brooks wrote about issues of racial segregation and black nationalism. Today, 

African-American literature has become accepted as an integral part of American literature, 

with books such as Roots: The Saga of an American Family by Alex Haley, The Color Purple 

(1982) by Alice Walker, which won the Pulitzer Prize; and Beloved by Toni Morrison achieving 

both best-selling and award-winning status. 

In broad terms, African-American literature can be defined as writings by people of African 

descent living in the United States. It is highly varied. African-American literature has generally 

focused on the role of African Americans within the larger American society and what it means 

to be an American. African-American literature explores the issues of freedom and equality 

long denied to Blacks in the United States, along with further themes such as African-American 

culture, racism, religion, slavery, a sense of home, segregation, migration, feminism, and more. 

African-American literature presents the African-American experience from an African-

American point of view. In the early Republic, African-American literature represented a way 

for free blacks to negotiate their new identity in an individualized republic. They often tried to 

exercise their political and social autonomy in the face of resistance from the white public. 

Thus, an early theme of African-American literature was, like other American writings, what it 

meant to be a citizen in post-Revolutionary America. 

Conclusion 

 North-South migration during the colonial period appeared to leave established literary 

categories relatively untouched. The political structures of colonialism were such that European 

cultures were assumed to remain largely unaffected by contact with the cultures of colonized 

peoples. Postcolonialism has brought a threefold change: writers of non-European origin have 

used the languages of their former colonizers to challenge the dominance of the North in its 

dealings with the South, analysts of colonial discourse have shown it to be more permeated by 

cultural mixing than had previously been thought, and South-North migration has brought new 

forms of hybridity into the cultural heartland of the North. In mapping these changes, new 

literary categories have emerged which traverse national boundaries and erode their traditional 

dominance in literary scholarship. While the ethnic dimensions of these changes have been 

embraced more readily by scholars in the Anglophone world, they are present in more 

camouflaged ways in Francophone studies and the logic of globalization is such that they appear 

destined to become ever more evident. 
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