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ANGLAIS JURIDIQUE 

 

     FAMILY LAW 

 

Family law, also called matrimonial law or the law of domestic relations is an 
area of the law that deals with family matters and domestic relations.  

 

TEXT A: MARRIAGE, CIVIL UNION AND DOMESTIC PARTNERSHIP 

Marriage, also called matrimony or wedlock, is a culturally recognized union 
between people, called spouses. It establishes rights and obligations between 
them, between them and their children, and between them and their in-
laws. The definition of marriage varies around the world, not only between 
cultures and between religions, but also throughout the history of any given 
culture and religion.  

Typically, it is an institution in which interpersonal relationships, 
usually sexual, are acknowledged or sanctioned. In some cultures, marriage is 
recommended or considered to be compulsory before pursuing any sexual 
activity. When defined broadly, marriage is considered cultural and universal.  

Article 16 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights declares that "Men and 
women of full age, without any limitation due to race, nationality or religion, 
have the right to marry and to found a family. They are entitled to equal rights 
as to marriage, during marriage and at its dissolution. Marriage shall be 
entered into only with the free and full consent of the intending spouses.  

Individuals may marry for several reasons, including legal, social, libidinal, 
emotional, financial, spiritual, and religious purposes. Whom they marry may 
be influenced by gender, socially determined rules of incest, prescriptive 
marriage rules, parental choice and individual desire. In some areas of the 
world, arranged marriage, child marriage, polygamy, and sometimes forced 
marriage, may be practiced as a cultural tradition. Conversely, such practices 
may be outlawed and penalized in parts of the world out of concerns regarding 
the infringement of women's rights, or the infringement of children's rights 
(both female and male), and because of international law.  Around the world, 
primarily in developed democracies, there has been a general trend towards 
ensuring equal rights for women within marriage and legally recognizing the 
marriages of interfaith, interracial, and same-sex couples. These trends 
coincide with the broader human rights movement. 



 

ACTIVITY 1: COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS: After having read the text, 
answer the following questions.    

 
1- Why is marriage often viewed as a contract? 

………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………
… 
 

2- What is a civil marriage? 
………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 

3- What is a religious marriage? 
………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 

4- What is a traditional marriage?  
………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 

5- What is a domestic partnership?  
………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
 
 
 



ACTIVITY 2: GAP FILLING: Fill in the gaps in the text with the correct 
word from the list below.  
     

valid  / civil or religious / legally  / jurisdictions  / couple  /married  / common-
law marriage  / evidence 

Common-law marriage, also known  informal marriage, marriage by habit  
or marriage in fact, is a legal framework in a limited number of ………………….. 
where a couple is ………………………….considered ………………………….., 
without that couple having formally registered their relation as 
a …………………………. marriage. 

The original concept of a "……………………………………." is a marriage that is 
considered ……………………………… by both partners, but has not been 
formally recorded with a state or religious registry, or celebrated in a formal 
religious service. In effect, the act of the ……………………………….representing 
themselves to others as being married, and organizing their relation as if they 
were married, acts as the ………………………………. that they are married. 

 

TEXT B:                              DIVORCE 

Divorce, also known as dissolution of marriage, is the process of terminating 
a marriage or marital union. Divorce usually entails the canceling or 
reorganizing of the legal duties and responsibilities of marriage, thus dissolving 
the bonds of matrimony between a married couple under the rule of law of the 
particular country or state. Divorce laws vary considerably around the world, 
but in most countries divorce requires the sanction of a court or other 
authority in a legal process, which may involve issues of distribution of 
property, child custody, alimony (spousal support), child visitation / 
access, parenting time, child support, and division of debt. In most 
countries, monogamy is required by law, so divorce allows each former partner 
to marry another person. 

Divorce is different from annulment, which declares the marriage null and void, 
with legal separation or de jure separation (a legal process by which a married 
couple may formalize a de facto separation while remaining legally married) or 
with de facto separation (a process where the spouses informally stop 
cohabiting). Reasons for divorce vary, from sexual incompatibility or lack of 
independence for one or both spouses to a personality clash.  

The only countries that do not allow divorce are the Philippines, the Vatican 
City and the British Crown Dependency of Sark. In the Philippines, divorce for 
non-Muslim Filipinos is not legal unless the husband or wife is an alien and 
satisfies certain conditions. The Vatican City is an ecclesiastical state, which 
has no procedure for divorce. Countries that have relatively recently legalized 



divorce 
are Italy (1970), Portugal (1975), Brazil (1977), Spain (1981), Argentina (1987), 
Paraguay (1991), Colombia (1991), Andorra (1995), Ireland (1996), Chile (2004) 
and Malta (2011) 

Types of divorce 

In some jurisdictions, the courts will seldom apply principles of fault, but 
might willingly hold a party liable for a breach of a fiduciary duty to his or her 
spouse. 

Grounds for divorce differs from state to state in the U.S. Some states have no-
fault divorce,   some states require a declaration of fault on the part of one 
partner or both; some states allow either method.  

In most jurisdictions, a divorce must be certified (or ordered by a Judge) by a 
court of law to come into effect. The terms of the divorce are usually 
determined by the courts. In absence of agreement, a contested divorce may be 
stressful to the spouses. 

Contested divorce 

Contested divorces mean that one of several issues are required to be heard by 
a judge at trial level—this is more expensive, and the parties will have to pay 
for a lawyer's time and preparation. In such a divorce the spouses are not able 
to agree on issues for instance child custody and division of marital assets. In 
such situations, the litigation process takes longer to conclude. The judge 
controls the outcome of the case. Less adversarial approaches to divorce 
settlements have recently emerged, such as mediation and collaborative divorce 
settlement, which negotiate mutually acceptable resolution to conflicts. This 
principle in the United States is called 'Alternative Dispute Resolution' and has 
gained popularity. 

At-fault divorce 

Before the late 1960s, nearly all countries that permitted divorce required proof 
by one party that the other party had committed an act incompatible to the 
marriage. This was termed "grounds" for divorce (popularly called "fault") and 
was the only way to terminate a marriage. Most jurisdictions around the world 
still require such proof of fault. In the United States, no-fault divorce is 
available in all 50 states, as is the case with Australia, New Zealand, Canada 
and other Western countries. 

The grounds for a divorce 

Grounds for divorce differs from state to state in the U.S. Some states have no-
fault divorce,   some states require a declaration of fault on the part of one 
partner or both; some states allow either method. 

The grounds for a divorce which a party could raise and need to prove included 
'desertion,' 'abandonment,' 'cruelty,' or 'adultery.' The requirement of proving a 
ground was revised (and withdrawn).  



 

PRACTICE  
 
ACTIVITY 1: COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS: After having read the text, 
answer the following questions.    

 
1- What is the difference between divorce, separation and annulment? 

………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 

2- What is the difference between a de jure separation and a de 
facto separation? 
………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
 

3- What are the only countries that do not allow divorce? 
………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 

4- What is the difference between a ‘at fault divorce’ and at ‘no-fault 
divorce’? 
………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 

5- What are the grounds for divorce?  
………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 



6- Why must a divorce be usually certified  by a court of law to come into 
effect ? 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

ACTIVITY 2:  All the words are in the text. Fill in the table with the missing 
words 

 

VERB NOUN PERSON 
To require   
 A trial  
 A dissolution  
 debt  
To legalize   

 

ACTIVITY 3: GAP FILLING: Fill in the gaps in the text with the correct word 
from the list below.     

Religious /decree of divorce / irretrievably broken / contested divorce /ground / 
desertion / marriages 

 

In England and Wales, divorce is allowed on the …………………………….that the 
marriage has irretrievably broken down. The Matrimonial Causes Act 
1973 specifies that the marriage may be found to have ………………………….. 
down if one of the following is established: 

 Adultery 
 Unreasonable behavior 
 …………………………….. (two years) 
 Separation, agreed divorce (two years) 
 Separation, ………………………....... (five years) 

Civil remarriage is allowed. Religions and denominations differ on whether they 
permit ………………………………remarriage. 

A divorce in England and Wales is only possible for ………………………….of 
more than one year and when the marriage has irretrievably broken down. 
Whilst it is possible to defend a divorce, the vast majority proceed on an 



undefended basis. A …………………………..is initially granted (unless cause is 
later shown), before it is made 'absolute'. 

  

 

TEXT C:                      CHILD CUSTODY AND CHILD SUPPORT 

 
Who has custody? 

The parent who has custody of a child is responsible for providing the child 
with food, clothing, housing etc. The parent must protect the child against 
threats of any kind and take care of all the child’s needs. 

The parent who has custody also has a right to decide what the child should 
and should not do. 

All children and young people under 18 who are unmarried are subject to 
parental custody 

As a main rule, parents have joint custody, even when they separated or 
divorced or they no longer live together. 

Parents have joint custody in the following situations: 

 They were married to each other when the child was born 
 They married after the child was born 
 They had separated by the time the child was born, but later resumed 

marital relations 
 They were married to each other at some point within the 10 months 

preceding the child’s birth 
 They separated from or divorced each other when the child was born, but 

the father has acknowledged paternity or a court has declared that he is 
the child’s father 

 They lived together at some point within the 10 months preceding the 
child's birth 

 In other cases, the mother has sole custody. 
 Apart from the above, sole custody only arises when the parents make an 

agreement to that effect and have the agreement duly registered with the 
Agency of Family Law or when a court decides that sole custody is 
appropriate. 

What is Sole Custody? 
Sole legal custody means that one person has sole decision-making power over 
a child and typically has primary physical custody of that child. 



 
What is Joint Custody? 
Joint legal custody means shared decision-making power over a child. It does 
not mean shared physical custody of the child. Joint custody means shared 
decision-making power over a child and shared physical custody of the child. It 
does not necessarily mean equally shared physical custody. When parents have 
joint custody, they share in major decisions about a child, and often each 
parent has the child more than every other weekend. For joint custody to be 
successful, the parents need to be able to communicate effectively and to 
cooperate in parenting their child together. 
 
How is Custody Determined? 
Custody may be agreed upon by the parties. If it is, the parties may set out the 
terms of their custody agreement in a Separation Agreement or Parenting 
Agreement that is not usually filed with the court or in a Consent Order that is 
filed with the court. If the parents are unable to agree on their own, they can 
try mediation or arbitration. If they do not want to try alternative dispute 
resolution, they can go to court to let a judge decide, but in most Districts they 
will be required to attend mediation through the court system before they can 
be heard by a judge. 
 
What are Visitation Rights? 
If one parent has custody, the other has the right to have visitation with his or 
her child. There are no general rules about when and how much visitation the 
noncustodial parent should get. That depends on various factors including 
ages of the children, the children’s schedules, how far apart the parents live, 
and the work schedules of the parents. When determining a visitation schedule 
for the noncustodial parent, the parties (or the Court) should consider 
weekdays, weekends, holidays, and summer. As with custody, the parties may 
agree on visitation in an Agreement. If they cannot agree, they can try 
mediation or arbitration. If they do not wish to try mediation or arbitration, 
they can go to court and let a judge decide. 
 
 
PRACTICE  
 
ACTIVITY 1: COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS: After having read the text, 
answer the following questions.    

1- Who has custody? 
………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………… 



 

2- What is Sole Custody? 
………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 

3- What is Joint Custody? 
………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 

4- How is Custody Determined? 
………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 

5- What are Visitation Rights? 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

6- What is the difference between child custody and visitation? 
………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 

 
 

ACTIVITY 2: GAP FILLING: Fill in the gaps in the text with the correct 
word from the list below.  

joint legal /annulment / Child custody / right and duty / proceedings / 
parent /jurisdictions  / guardianship / make decisions / care / best interests 



Child custody is a legal term regarding ………………………………which is used 
to describe the legal and practical relationship between a …………………… or 
guardian and a child in that person's care. ………………………………… consists 
of legal custody, which is the right to ………………………………..about the child, 
and physical custody, which is the ………………………………to house, provide 
and …………………………… for the child. Married parents normally have 
……………………….. and physical custody of their children. Decisions about 
child custody typically arise in ……………………………… 
involving divorce, …………………………….., separation, adoption or parental 
death. In most …………………………………child custody is determined in 
accordance with the ………………………………….. of the child standard.  

 
   

ACTIVITY 3:  All the words are in the text. Fill in the table with the missing 
words 

 

VERB NOUN PERSON 
  a judge 

 A visitation  
 A mediation  
To separate   
To divorce   
 marriage  
desertion   
abandonment   

 

 
 


