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Intructions: 

• Read carefully each question and make sure you understand it before answering;  

• The answer to each question should be given in the form of a well-structured and organized paragraph; 

• Your answers should be written in a polished-up English, a sound language. 
 

GRADING SCALE 
Knowledge and Understanding  Critical Thinking Communication Application and Transfer 
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TASK # 1: KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING 
 
1. Name the major periods of the History of the English Language and identify and account 

for one characteristic of each period. 
 

2. Reconstruct and explain the formation of the words ‘’English’’ and ‘’England’’ by drawing on 
your knowledge of the History of English. 

 
TASK # 2: CRITICAL THINGING 
 

1. English and German descend from the same proto-language or parent-language. Give a short 
account of the too low rate of mutual intelligibility between their ‘’contemporary varieties’’. 

 
2. Identify, name and account for one major criterion which presided over the classification of 

English as an Indo-Germanic language. 
 
TASK # 3: COMMUNICATION 
 

1. The Great Vowel Shift (GVS) was coined by a well-known linguist to account for a given 
phenomenon. Name the linguist, the phenomenon, and briefly explain what the Great Vowel 
Shift consists in. 

 
2. Identify and briefly explain one major syntactic difference between Old English and 

Contemporary English. 
 
 

https://umeci.org.ci/


TASK # 4: APPLICATION AND TRANSFER 
 

1. Bearing in mind that Old English is believed to be fully inflectional while Contemporary 
English is regarded as less inflectional, compare Synthetic and Analytic Languages from the 
perspective presented in the course of History of English. 

 
2. Discuss the concept of Standard English with regard to the contemporary varieties of the 

English language. 
 


